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Click here for Jewish Environmental Teachings on 18 Core Topics

Humanity and Creation

The Jewish attitude to nature is based on the belief that the universe is the
work of the Creator. Love of God includes love of all His creations: the
inanimate, plants, animals and humans. Nature in all its beauty is created
for us, and our connection to nature restores us to our original state of
happiness and joy.

The Bible informs us that the earth is given to man ‘to use and protect’. But
the ‘dominion’ mentioned in the Bible is not the dominion of a tyrant. God’s
mercy extends to all He has created, as is written, ‘the earth is founded
upon mercy’.

The Sabbatical Year

This is the core conservation principle in the Bible:

Six years shall you sow your field, and six years shall you prune your vineyard, and gather in th
seventh year shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath unto the Lord; you shall ne
your vineyard. (Leviticus 25:1-5)
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According to Maimonides, one of the goals of ceasing all agricultural activity is to improve and stre
return to nature. The last Sabbatical observed in Israel was in 1993-94.

Altering Creation

The Bible says we must preserve the natural balance of creation. Every species was created for som
interfered with.

You shall not let your cattle gender with a diverse kind; you shall not sow
your field with two kinds of seed; neither shall there come upon you a
garment of two kinds of stuff mingled together. (Leviticus 19:19)

Wasteful Destruction

Jewish teachings prohibit the destruction of anything from which humans
may benefit. This applies to animals, plants, and even inanimate objects.
Even in time of war, the Bible forbids the destruction of fruit-bearing trees.
Sages compared the death of a tree to the departure of man’s soul from
his body:

‘When people cut down the wood of a tree that yields fruit, its cry goes
from one end of the world to the other, and the sound is inaudible…
When the soul departs from the body, the cry goes forth from one end
of the world to the other, and the sound is inaudible.’

Based on the Windsor Statements. The Jewish statement was compiled
by Professor Nahum Rakover

Copied with permission from the Alliance of Religions and Conservation
(ARC) 

For other faith’s statements on the environment, please click here
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