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Christian Ecology

Tension with creation
Victor B
Christianity recognizes a tension that exists between humanity’s responsibility
to care for God’s creation, and the human tendency to rebel against God. The
main Christian churches have in the past decades re-examined their
teachings and practice in the light of the environmental crisis.

Commitment from the Churches

Speaking for the Catholic Church in 1990, the Pope said, ‘Christians realise
their responsibility within creation and their duty towards nature and the
Creator are an essential part of their faith.’
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For the Orthodox Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate taught in 1990 that humanity ought to percei
and sacrament of God, and that to respect nature is to recognise that all creatures and objects |
creation. The Orthodox Church teaches that it is the destiny of humanity to restore the proper relat
world as it was in Eden.

The Protestant Churches, speaking through the World Council of Churches in 1990, committed them:s
for the integrity of creation both for its inherent value to God and in order that justice may be achievec

The challenge
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Christians increasingly recognise the need to repent for what harm has
been done to creation.

In the words of the Orthodox Patriarchate, ‘This may well mean that just The Interfaith Cen
as a shepherd will in times of greatest hazard lay down his life for his Sustainable Develo
flock, so human beings may need to forego part of their wants and needs

in order that the survival of the natural world can be assured. SUBSCRIBE to OL

NEWSLE

The challenge to all Christians is to discover anew the truth that God'’s Name
love and liberation is for all creation, not just humanity, and to seek new
ways of living that restore balance and hope of life to the endangered

planet. Email you@examy

based on the 1995 Windsor Statements

Examples of Christian ecology in action

Christian groups in the US have produced this leaflet explaining the
theological basis for working to protect endangered pollinating species in
urban areas.

For Anglican views on Climate change please click here
For Catholic views on Climate change please click here

For Pope Benedict
XVI on the
Environment please
click here

For Pope Francis’
speech on UN World
Environment Day,
please click here

For other faith’s
statements on the
environment, please
click here

Copied with
permission from the
Alliance of Religions
and Conservation
(ARC).

St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.
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Load more

ICSD works on a global basis, with current engagement in Africa, the Middle East, North Amer
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